[bookmark: _Toc460594863][bookmark: _Ref460908052]Kamloops TSA Committee – FSP Subcommittee
[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft FSP Wording –  Wildlife
Updated:  Sept 12, 2016
Contact:  rspyksma@forsite.ca, Cell: 250-804-6305 

5.1. Wildlife Objectives
5.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc460594864]Mule Deer Winter Range
Objectives:[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Kamloops LRMP HLP Order dated January 8, 2009.  Kamloops LRMP sections 2.1.12.1 and 2.5.2.] 

1. Maintain or enhance forage production and habitat requirements in critical deer winter range.
2. Disperse the timber harvest throughout the winter range and spread it out evenly over the rotation.
3. Maintain at least 25% of forested area in the thermal cover. Link thermal cover units together with suitable travel corridors, especially mature Douglas fir vets on ridges.
4. Maintain or enhance forage production and habitat requirements in critical deer winter range (Skull Wildlife Habitat).
Applicable Area:  Critical Deer Winter Range, as identified in the Kamloops HLP Ministerial Order January 8, 2009 and the Skull Wildlife Habitat Management Area.
Definitions:  
Critical Deer Winter Range:  an area that is Crown land and either identified as Critical Deer Winter Range in Kamloops HLP Ministerial order dated January 8, 2009 or is within the Skull Wildlife Habitat Management Area.
Suitable Snow Interception Cover[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  Snow interception cover is equated with and assumed to provide security cover and thermal cover.] 

1. A forest area that is greater than 0.25 hectares in size, conifer leading and has a crown closure class of:
i. 2 or greater in the BG, PP, or IDFxh biogeoclimatic zones;
ii. 5 or greater in the ESSF and ICH biogeoclimatic zones;
iii. 4 or greater in all other biogeoclimatic zones; or 
2. A forest area harvested under a single-tree or group selection system.
Planning Cell:  An area of crown forested land within a Critical Deer Winter Range that is up to 800 ha in size.
Suitable Travel Corridors:  Areas identified through an assessment carried out by a QRP that are generally suitable for mule deer travel during winter.  Specific attention will be given to Douglas-fir vets (e.g. 65cm or greater) on ridges.
Strategy:  When carrying out or authorizing primary forest activities in an area within Critical Deer Winter Range, the FSP Holder will:
1. Not cause less than 25% of the forested area in each Planning Cell to be retained as Suitable Snow Interception Cover with preference given to Douglas-fir leading stands.
2. Subject to #1, and to the extent practicable, areas of Suitable Snow Interception Cover will be linked together with suitable travel corridors.
5.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc460594865]Moose
Objectives:[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  Kamloops LRMP HLP Order dated January 8, 2009.  Kamloops LRMP sections 2.1.12.2, 2.5.1 and 2.5.2.] 

1. Maintain thermal and visual cover for moose, and enhance browse production.
2. Maintain suitable forest cover attributes with respect to thermal cover and forage production.
3. Maintain or enhance forage production and habitat requirements in critical moose winter range (Skwilatin Wildlife Habitat).
Applicable Area:  Critical Moose Winter Range as identified in the Kamloops HLP Ministerial Order January 8, 2009 and the Skwilatin Habitat Resource Management Zone.
Definitions
Extended Use Roads:  newly constructed roads that are planned for more than 2 years of use for forestry activities;
Moose Forage:  palatable species of plants that are a food source for Moose. These plants include Salix spp., red-osier dogwood and Betula spp.;
Moose Habitat:  wetlands in Moose Winter Range that are either 200 metres in length or greater than one hectare in size and that contain habitat features required by Moose as defined by a qualified registered professional;
Moose Winter Range:  areas identified in Figure 4 of the Kamloops Land and Resource Management Plan (July 1995) as critical moose winter range (See Appendix A);
Moose Management Units:  200 metre buffer around Moose Habitat;
Visual Screening:  vegetation and/or topography providing visual obstruction that makes it difficult to see into adjacent areas from the roadbed.
Strategy:  Where carrying out or authorizing primary forest activities in an area within Moose Winter Range, the FSP Holder will:
a) pursue mixed forest management with similar species distribution to natural stands (including deciduous)[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Section LRMP 2.1.12.2 of the Kamloops LRMP] 

b) within each Moose Management Unit, retain at least 67% of the forested area equal to or greater than 20 years of age,
c) where present, retain Visual Screening along those Extended Use Roads that are located within 100 meters of a Moose Management Unit, and
d) retain Moose Forage during silviculture activities (including brushing, weeding and stand tending) unless retaining Moose Forage impedes the ability of a stand to reach free growing status.
5.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc460594866]Mountain Goat
Objective[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  FRPA Section 7, FPPR Section 7] 

1. The objective set by government for wildlife is, without unduly reducing the supply of timber from British Columbia's forests, to conserve sufficient wildlife habitat in terms of amount of area, distribution of areas and attributes of those areas, for
· [bookmark: d2e3452]the survival of species at risk,
· [bookmark: d2e3461]the survival of regionally important wildlife, and
· the winter survival of specified ungulate species.
2. A person required to prepare a forest stewardship plan must specify a result or strategy in respect of the objective stated under subsection (1) only if the Minister responsible for the Wildlife Act gives notice to the person of the applicable:
· species referred to in subsection (1), and
· indicators of the amount, distribution and attributes of wildlife habitat described in subsection (1).
Applicable Area:  Mountain Goat Winter Range.
Definitions
Early Seral:  less than 40 years of age;
Escape Terrain:  rock outcrops or cliffs with slopes >30° and <60°;
Mountain Goat Winter Range:  areas identified in the Kamloops Timber Supply Area by Ministry of Environment and provided as spatial data to support the Ungulate Winter Range Notice;
Snow Interception Cover:  mature coniferous forest with preference given to Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) leading stands equal to or greater than 12m in height with a crown closure class equal to or greater than 7. Snow interception cover is assumed to also provide adequate security cover and thermal cover;
Ungulate Winter Range Notice:  the notice for the Kamloops Timber Supply Area dated December 30, 2004.
Strategy
1. When carrying out or authorizing primary forest activities within an area that is represented by 200m from Escape Terrain within Mountain Goat Winter Range, the FSP Holder will 
a) Ensure no more than 33% of the forested area is in Early Seral condition and 
b) Retain equal to or greater than 50% basal area of Snow Interception Cover.
2. In areas currently occupied by Mountain Goats for winter use within Mountain Goat Winter Range, the FSP Holder will refer to the Ungulate Winter Range Notice and/or other pertinent information for guidance during the development of strategies to conserve sufficient habitat for this species.
5.1.4. [bookmark: _Toc460594867]Flammulated Owl
Objective:[footnoteRef:6]  Ensure habitat needs of all naturally occurring wildlife species are provided for. Special attention will be paid to those red- and blue- listed species, as defined by BC Environment, and species designated as regionally important (e.g. Mule Deer). [6:  Kamloops LRMP Section 2.1.12 and HLP Order of January 23, 2006] 

Applicable Area:  All FDUs 
Strategy:  The strategy for Old Growth Management Areas (Section 5.4.3) is the strategy for Flammulated Owl.
5.1.5. [bookmark: _Toc460594868]Lewis’s Woodpecker
Objective:[footnoteRef:7]  Ensure habitat needs of all naturally occurring wildlife species are provided for. Special attention will be paid to those red- and blue- listed species, as defined by BC Environment, and species designated as regionally important (e.g. Mule Deer). [7:  Kamloops LRMP Section 2.1.12 and HLP Order of January 23, 2006] 

Applicable Area:  All FDUs.
Definitions
Occurrence Area:  area where Lewis’s Woodpecker has been identified in the Kamloops TSA as determined through the BC Conservation Data Centre,[footnoteRef:8] the Kamloops TSA Species at Risk Database[footnoteRef:9] and the Material supporting the Notice for Species at Risk – Kamloops Forest District[footnoteRef:10]. [8:  http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/data-reporting/conservation-data-centre]  [9:  Species at Risk Database developed and maintained by the licencees that are signed on to the Kamloops Sustainable Forest Management Plan.]  [10:  http://cmnmaps.ca/Metadata/Documents/NTSWA/Wildlife/Supporting_info_KamloopsFD_SAR.pdf ] 

Management Area:  area located 100 meters (slope distance) beyond the edge of an Occurrence Area.
Strategy
1. The FSP Holder will not carry out or authorize primary forest activities within an Occurrence Area.
2. When carrying out or authorizing primary forest activities within a Management Area, the FSP Holder will where practicable
a) Retain live ponderosa pine and black cottonwood,
b) Retain single tree or group wildlife tree reserves on site, focusing reserves on non-hazardous dead standing trees where they exist,
c) Not employ the use of pesticides, and 
d) Place wildlife tree retention within or adjacent to an Occurrence Area where practicable.
5.1.6. [bookmark: _Toc460594869]Spotted Bat
Objective[footnoteRef:11]:  Ensure habitat needs of all naturally occurring wildlife species are provided for. Special attention will be paid to those red- and blue- listed species, as defined by BC Environment, and species designated as regionally important (e.g. Mule Deer). [11:  Kamloops LRMP Section 2.1.12 and HLP Order of January 23, 2006] 

Applicable Area:  All FDUs.
Definitions
Occurrence Site:  a location where Spotted Bat has been identified in the Kamloops TSA as determined through the BC Conservation Data Centre,[footnoteRef:12] the Kamloops TSA Species at Risk Database[footnoteRef:13] and the Material supporting the Notice for Species at Risk – Kamloops Forest District[footnoteRef:14]. [12:  http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/data-reporting/conservation-data-centre]  [13:  Species at Risk Database developed and maintained by the licencees that are signed on to the Kamloops Sustainable Forest Management Plan.]  [14:  http://cmnmaps.ca/Metadata/Documents/NTSWA/Wildlife/Supporting_info_KamloopsFD_SAR.pdf ] 

Core Area means an area not less than 5 hectares, incorporating an Occurrence Site and any cliff feature or talus slope within 150 meters (slope distance) of the Occurrence Site.
Management Area is an area located 100 meters (slope distance) beyond the edge of a Core Area.  
Strategy:
1. The FSP Holder will not carry out or authorize primary forest activities within a Core Area.
2. When carrying out or authorizing primary forest activities within a Management Area, the FSP Holder will
a) Employ a partial cut harvest method, retaining at least 50% of the pre-harvest basal area at the completion of harvest,
b) Retain single tree or group reserves on site,
c) Not remove rock or talus,
d) Not employ the use of pesticides, and
e) Place wildlife tree retention within or adjacent to a Core Area or Management Area where practicable.

